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Today’s guest post comes to us from Alliance policy and program analyst André Wade.

Between October 3 and October 7, Senator Patrick Leahy (VT-D) hosted an exhibit of the HighLow
Project in Washington, D.C. to raise awareness of homeless and at-risk youth.

Senator Leahy is responsible for the reauthorization of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act in 2008, a federal program
that serves homeless young people.

The HighLow Project is a collaboration between photographer Ned Castle and the Vermont Coalition of Runaway and
Homeless Youth Programs. The collection of photographs tells the compelling stories of youth in Vermont based on real
“high” and “low” points in the lives of these youths. The photographs are a sobering reminder of the realities that many
vulnerable youth experience.

Luckily, we can change the lives of these young people by changing the “highs” and “lows” that impact their lives. We can
influence the direction that their lives take through responsible federal policy and accessible social services:
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Ensure programs, such as the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA), are fully authorized and appropriated at
levels that increase the amount of services and housing options for youth. Underfunded or defunded programs deny
youth the opportunity to seek education, employment, and self-sufficiency. Currently, RHYA is not fully authorized
and is funded only at $116 million.

Encourage policymakers and decision-makers to learn about the realities of youth homelessness. Access to affordable
housing, higher education, employment, and other social services are necessary to prevent and end youth
homelessness. When at-risk and homeless youth are marginalized or ignored, the do not have the opportunity to rejoin
society in a productive and fulfilling way.

Raise awareness of America’s at-risk and homeless youth through advocacy. By becoming part of the solution through
civic engagement and public policy, we can make a meaningful, positive impact on this vulnerable population.

Photo courtesy of the HighLow Project.
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1 Comment

Mooch
15/10/2011

Hey folks  I am sharing the No Box Blogs Project with all those I can find in the homeless services communities.
The concept is very simple; the project provides free blogs, emails, training, support and more to homeless individuals
around the world.

This isn’t a non-profit, this isn’t run by a corporation, this was conceived by myself, Mooch, while living in my car in
Los Angeles, CA.

Please visit http://noboxblogs.com and spread the word, or ask me anything you like to better understand how the
simple tool such as a blog, can literally change and even save a life.

I appreciate your article, and your blog, thanks!

1.

Leave a Reply

Name (required)

Mail (will not be published) (required)

About Homelessness » Blog Archive » We can protect homeless and at-ris... http://blog.endhomelessness.org/we-can-protect-homeless-and-at-risk-youth/

2 of 5 10/19/2011 10:16 AM



Website

ABOUT

The National Alliance to End Homelessness

   

Advocacy and Action Alerts
Advocacy How-To
Chronic Homelessness
Conferences and Events
Families
Health Care Reform
HUD
Mental/Physical Health
News Clips
Philanthropy
Policy and Legislation
Publications
Rural Homelessness
The State of Homelessness
Trainings
Uncategorized

Type the two words:

About Homelessness » Blog Archive » We can protect homeless and at-ris... http://blog.endhomelessness.org/we-can-protect-homeless-and-at-risk-youth/

3 of 5 10/19/2011 10:16 AM



Veterans
Youth

RECENT POSTS

18th October 2011
The Capacity Building Team is at it again!
17th October 2011
Alliance Opens Registration for the National Conference on Ending Family and Youth Homelessness
14th October 2011
Friday News Roundup: Family Homelessness, Shrinking Benefits and Affordable Housing
13th October 2011
Tell the Super-Committee to Protect Medicaid
12th October 2011
We can protect homeless and at-risk youth

October 2011
M T W T F S S

« Sep   

 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31  

BLOGROLL

End Homelessness
For Those Who Can't Afford Free Speech
Funders Together
Homelessness @ Huffington Post
Homelessness Law Blog
NCSHA Blog
Off The Charts
Open House Blog
Poverty and Policy
Poverty Insights
Rooflines

META

Log in
Valid XHTML
XFN
WordPress

ARCHIVE

October 2011
September 2011
August 2011
July 2011

About Homelessness » Blog Archive » We can protect homeless and at-ris... http://blog.endhomelessness.org/we-can-protect-homeless-and-at-risk-youth/

4 of 5 10/19/2011 10:16 AM



June 2011
May 2011
April 2011
March 2011
February 2011
January 2011
December 2010
November 2010
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010
June 2010
May 2010
April 2010
March 2010
February 2010
January 2010
December 2009
November 2009
October 2009
September 2009
August 2009
July 2009

About Homelessness is proudly powered by WordPress
Web design by BrightCherry.

About Homelessness » Blog Archive » We can protect homeless and at-ris... http://blog.endhomelessness.org/we-can-protect-homeless-and-at-risk-youth/

5 of 5 10/19/2011 10:16 AM


