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Spotlight On... 
News Alert: Congress Passes Economic Recovery Act 
 

Today, February 13, Congress passed HR 1, the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009. This legislation totals $787 billion and is designed to 
stimulate the economy, create jobs, and help strengthen the safety net for 
Americans, including homeless Americans. The final version of bill contains a 
number of measures regarding housing and poverty, including:  

• $1.5 billion for short-term rental assistance, housing relocation, and 
stabilization services for families who may become homeless due to the 
economic crisis. Funds will be distributed to states, cities, and local 
governments through the Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) formula;  

• $70 million for the Education for Homeless Youth and Children Program; 
• $100 million for the Emergency Food and Shelter program;  
• $4 billion for the Public Housing Capital Fund, to assist public housing 

authorities in rehabilitating and retrofitting public housing units, including 
increasing the energy efficiency of units and making critical safety 
repairs;  

• $2 billion for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program to assist states, 
local governments, and nonprofits in the purchase and rehabilitation of 
foreclosed, vacant properties in order to create more affordable housing 
and reduce neighborhood blight;  

• $250 million to support a program to upgrade HUD sponsored low-
income housing to increase energy efficiency, including new insulation, 
windows, and furnaces;  

• $500 million for the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Children, and Infants (WIC);  

• $19.9 billion for additional Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), formerly Food Stamps, to increase benefit levels by 13.6 
percent;  

• $50 million under the Violence Against Women Prevention and 
Prosecution Programs for transitional housing assistance grants;  

• $1 billion for the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG);  
• $1 billion for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG);  
• $2 billion for full-year payments to landlords participating in the Section 

8 Project-Based program;  
• $2.25 billion for the HOME Investment Partnerships Program;  
• $200 million to support direct and guaranteed single family housing 

loans under the Rural Housing Insurance Fund;  
• $510 million for Native American Housing Block Grants;  
• Increase in unemployment benefits for 20 million workers by $25 per 

week and a continuation of the extended unemployment benefits 
program (which provides up to 33 weeks of extended benefits) through 
December 2009;  

• Creation of a capped, temporary Temporary Assistance For Needy 
Families (TANF) Contingency Fund through FY 2010 to provide states 
with relief during this recession;  

• One-time payments of $250 to Social Security beneficiaries, SSI 
recipients, and veterans receiving disability compensation and pension 
benefits from the VA;  

• Temporary increase in the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for working 
families with three or more children; and  

• Extension of the moratorium on all 7 Medicaid regulations. 

In the coming days, the Alliance will provide additional information on the 
implications of these funding measures.  

The House passed the bill this afternoon, and the Senate passed it with 60 votes 
this evening. President Obama is expected to sign the legislation into law by 
Monday.   Full Conference Report  

  

   ABOUT US 
 
The National Alliance to 
End Homelessness is a 
nonpartisan, non profit 
organization dedicated 
to solving the problem 
of homelessness and 
preventing its continued 
growth. 
 
www.endhomelessness.org

 

   UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
April 2 | 
2009 Awards 
Ceremony 

   QUICK LINKS  
 
Ten Year Plan  
 
The Ten Essentials  
 
Online Library  
 
Multimedia Library  
 
Community Plans  
 
Fact Sheets  
 
Legislative Updates  
 
Newsletter Archive  
 
Daily Media Clips  
 
YouTube  
 

 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-jSkcE7QNbm7qT_ikSLbOba2h4Oa5PWE9E8A7-NSkz8_AxtI-w9QZLtSkDOrCoDKfvKCA0iAkwfXlFGRyr_gUiWz_o-X-fcdwR5c-TzCnXHA==
http://www.endhomelessness.org/
http://www.endhomelessness.org/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-zY9S4xQYcS4yffDQQABh4jdSX6xnaDq6XiV_7oTKxGx5anZuLUWkUYp4LKPNSnVLjh1Zw4-ZadMoED91tzCMLohkGuBfLzSzVJDjlTWuxyZVvmekPU9MWR2HUiLkeUBPFKA3K5lGq7r2hFLQ2YizZ
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-zY9S4xQYcS4yffDQQABh4jdSX6xnaDq6XiV_7oTKxGx5anZuLUWkUYp4LKPNSnVLjh1Zw4-ZadMoED91tzCMLohkGuBfLzSzVJDjlTWuxyZVvmekPU9MWR2HUiLkeUBPFKA3K5lGq7r2hFLQ2YizZ
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz8ClyFzxYIaYh2t3dUbA2Pryc95qU6EF5gG2QnqCRWigN2VaBnUtgA_h6HvDZGzK1BmWQoW-fUja0QkWGRKH_bbhbCoTnkn7-z0TiLwWDCdwQrxFThwk-6ToaLmeTvPmBRbu5RCPHQHL-wrVsrPOiue
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-i7FNaRzZKI3EQrUr1lTW855AmZsfPYQsMnl2yBX98xlSQs-HVgE3gk1o6TEM4dEl_LIPk9kvZ4hVXDCPyFl_Tp5ioE0rIQqSk0fF2zJPSVFZrdMc1FJzOlvkfcioS3ddSrH0y5jagaDed1XMqTfowwtCQIIpfKTc=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-kI6sxzpfa0FCjCOcDmlDQ9mSuWOuMLiIwU3Wyhe4MYfpOPn8r4nVHLW3BcEjq8eVsu0_aSWM6xgqYvRTjnETVwPl7HmqombxLgxAxsJFA687RKp6PMZ-Syltcad1PYNcg-QpVQbAiBA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz9IG8e5ELiMjsi0JBKKXUh1sB1jDx4jVanMD2WrrrMD3RqlKvTMIfziXE6cFGjLi0d03dZGrsUKrlz_mFNQKIbCAt1cg7ZNVD22gw7rWMI33Nc79v9B-ZdCHa4rA9nXTMwlL4YtjZFd-PZucOlFNWAW
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-vYqN5JaRWp3DJWq78027SXAJHQ2CpHNEGvlibpMCrbj0wG-e-R7Gdgw2xOEGgmURkIPpUeD0N9feoUbEG67sWTPkmG4dTVN4uWfFkxFgWeWjSRjs8IHG6oMq7G9mS4DIvc9AVAj1kjkmTfFlBa8KviqbV9VxR1m0=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-MR8SG5XmSOZP7Zj4SXfN2KT5jB3U7POISL0HPgKoPvkuHVhyf4SDpesVkEFlEsztfqBObNSG5eLqz1VhYU5EhQWnPETbmQXXVsxQ4agX4r_Fb2bTOd_QW8h8YFLtLu-3ppL_jgdP8aULxhALomfPN
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz_9NmWR2Qy7rE-JVx_k2OeH5alEe0iLbf71ShX7DK4e_MftlbfGztxt11RtBYpZjgVwEM2V0mrqg-vDJieRFkrzOatXA2U90AdRVzEmcmeUaAJLhQLKjsInWf2s4biP47ZPmoIoB2CscxsVZV-t4x8KrDg1wQc3_zQ=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-_c2vKLmztXx1eg0E9j1D96QLsYudXQ71ChLgWcQja2eBHsbQ5d265OxtZMe3uQnu1v5B8S5kS6dEZn6Q2rbQwyy43zCo9NgTghmIDk01CqLapOMLX2D8TRduRRMaWbtASFK7z1MgdRK9tKRaXOvRD
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz_7sbb10KxgQTr0xG-28Chfwkk76zxJ_lDFdwNlgnbyfwhsxscNlV6u-3YuxLPr4icaVipPG797KhclkQs8vcJXGF93RVfA-94A2UoIbuYLbyv0zz6JkR9Xywsw5DWU9jnaRhyfZzFcwjBp1QLfnT-s
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102458636340&e=00122o0RUiRCz-iLNwzpr1TsrkhYRTFH6X3Qp9QllT_fS2Bxk1JCrcdWlegF-pJsyvOfqDkecXkULn2p7AiOLagOoghwPhvDtQ8ycOqy1A6ROxT2NGfxoKgEI0aea10Xotm36Vcx4I3L9bmOJxtaH-IAQ==


 

 
 

 
 


